2015 AP° ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

Question 3

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)
An anthropologist studying first-year students at a university in the United States writes that friendly phrases like

“How are you?,” “Nice to meet you,” and “Let’s get in touch” communicate politeness rather than literal intent.
What, if anything, is the value or function of such polite speech?

In a well-written essay, develop your position on the value or function of polite speech in a culture or community
with which you are familiar. Use appropriate evidence from your reading, experience, or observations to support
your argument.

STOP

END OF EXAM

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

TM/© 2013 the Cesar Chavez Foundation www.chavezfoundation.org

© 2015 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.

-10-



